
aged organs are incapable of supporting much longer the fluttering liaises, and
feeding the smouldering lire of life, the skilful and humane practitioner will take
care to cherish ami turn to the best account the small ami frail remainder of those
mysterious powers which are soon and surely to be returned to their Giver."

It is, in our days, an imperative necessity that the community be
rightly instructed as to the province of the physician, and made to
understand that in the conscientious performance oi' his duties, lies
the only security for the welfare of Ins patients.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, OCTOBER 7, 1853.

TI1K PERILS OP CRINOLINE.
We are persuaded that the community, and particularly its fairer

portion, ¡s nut so unmindful of our disinterested efforts to benefit its
physical, mental and moral condition as to be oblivious of our cautions
and disquisitions upon the hygiene of dress—and which, of late, we
have discontinued, not wishing to harass mankind with more than
they constantly have to endure, nor to burden woman-kind with any-
thing additional to what, they already carry. But we have lately had
a query addressed to us—and by an anxious patient, ton whose tears
have been awakened by a paragraph which Hashed upon her from
the columns of a newspaper. Tremendous responsibility, that of edi-
tors—too little thought of. we fear, by the dailies, and not over much
reflected upon by the weeklies, monthlies and quarterlies ! Not only
ought a,n editor to be held, in some degree at least, accountable for
the advertisements which appear in his journal, but more care and dis-
crimination should bit exercised in deciding upon the admission of the
various articles, anecdotes, comments and criticisms which lili the
other portions of his sheet. But to our communication. The scrap
was sent lo ns withoiil any statement from what paper it was taken—
but with a request to consider and report upon ils assertions. Hav-
ing considered, we will report so tar as in us lies. first, let us
transfer the paragraph to our pages—here it is:

" The Princess of Gotland's physician has just made a, revelation
which will perhaps cause ladies to reflect on (he present hoop skirt,
fashion, which is so prevalent. The doctor, reputed very skilful in all
Germany, pretends that, it is the uso of crinoline which, in these lat-
ter times, lets rendered accouchement so dangerous and dillicult. lie
adds that this execrable fashion causes great dullness, the result of
which is always fatal. It appears that in Switzerland, crinoline has
made, if the physician in question is to bo credited, as sad ravages as
the cholera."

In our previous articles dedicated to hoops, we distinctly warned
those who wore them, never to goto excess, hut in these, ag in all
their surroundings, to be moderate and modest. Especially, also, did
wo insist, upon the danger of " taking cold," which a too inflated
style of skirts must always subject ladies to, especially in the autumn,
winter and early spring—ami tit any season, when the ground is damp
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and the wind strong, with a tendency to elevation, in itself and what-
ever it encounters. We cannot say that our advice has met with that
attention which should bo accorded to practitioners in medicine of
many years' standing, and whose word ought to be—regarded. The
volume of the feminine skirt, it strikes us, is, if anything, on the in-
crease ; and the catastrophe to which we some time since feelingly
(as we thought) alluded, is of oven more fréquent occurrence than it
was at that time. Wo refer to the fact that the ladies of the present
day do, at almost every step, cause their lords and masters to occupy
the gutter I To think that the very beings who should be the first
and most persevering in their efforts to keep men out of that disrepu-
table locality, are now the most pertinacious in putting them into it I
As to circumventing a woman in the present " full rig," it is impossi-
ble—neither can we circumnavigate even ono such craft. Without
circumlocution, then, it appears that male bipeds, old, middle-aged
and young, must take to the street when they arc on urgent business,
and certainly that must bo the next thing to " taking to the road " for a

living. At all events, it is disagreeable—especially when the street
is muddy, either in consequence of rain or from the over-abundant
sprinkling of water-carts.

With reference to the grave question arising from consideration of
the paragraph above quoted, whilst we are ready to accord all respect
to the Princess of Gotland's physician, and, in all earnestness, to
deprecate the balloonery of the present day (wo don't mean the little
rial balloons, of which our streets tire full), we do not exactly see
that a lady in a delicate situation is certain to have a difficult confine-
ment because she is ot/ircV; as to skirts ; unless she is so devoted to
the promenade that she is to bo found there within a very short timo
of her accoucluiment, when, indeed, if very highly inflated, and if the
weather be cold or damp, dangerous consequences might ensue. Se-
riously, too much cannot be said to induce ladies to protect themselves
sufficiently, in so changeable a climate as our own. Whilst in mid-
summer (in average seasons wo mean—not this year) the intense heat
allows expansive skirts and gossamer textures, the circumference of
the former should diminish in the exact ratio in which it is found ne-

cessary to increase tlio thickness of the latter. In winter, at least,
in this part of the world, we would banish the hoop and such other
appliances as expose the person too freely to cold and dampness.

Any exposure encountered by a woman who is enceinte, and espe-
cially if near her time, is alike foolish and wicked. A " dullness,"
whether before or after that interesting epoch, is greatly to be dread-
ed. And not only to ladies so responsibly situated, but to the whole
sex, we deem it proper to suggest the wisdom of diminishing their
circumferences, on the score of prudence, economy, propriety, becom-
ing appearance, justice to the opposite sex (for whom sidewalks were
also intended), as well as in consideration of the hopes of posterity
and the anxieties of physicians.

If anything more is needed to enforce our warnings and induce the
daughters of Eve to follow our advice, let the following extract, which
we take from a late number of the Boston Transcript, suffice :

" A Lady fined for wearing Crinoline.—The Independence Beige
states that a young lady, living in Hanover, has been sentenced by a
court of that town to pay a fine of two francs, ' for having worn a
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dress which, occupying the winde breadth of the pavement, is an ob-
struction to the public way.' "

We incline to the belief, however, that the majority id' the sex
would pay a much weightier tine, rather than diminish their excessive
surroundings. And now, let no one hereafter presume to accuse us of
not setting forth, in olear and decided terms, the perils of crinoline,

CHLOROFORM IN ENGLAND.
Messrs. Editors,—In the issues of the Lancet for Sept. llth and

18th, ¡illusions are made lo four recent cases of deailt from the use of
chloroform ; one occurring at Dorking, another tit Epsom, a third tit
Ewell, ami the fourth reported in the Northampton Herald.

The editor of the Lancet says that "chloroform administered on a

napkin is a dangerous and uncontrollable agent ; administered through
Snow's apparatus it is robbed of half its danger." What the whole
is, appears in another part of the same journal, where it, is stated that
"only Hirer fatal cases are known to have occurred with this- appara-tus." A "Neighboring Surgeon" says that the Dorking sufferer
was a " line young woman," who, with the consent of her physician,inhaled ohloroform to have a tooth extracted, "The tooth was ex-

tracted, and the patient sunk back dead." 'the surgeon goes on to
say, " we must do the operator the credit, of saying thai he displayed
great presence of mind in despatching messengers lor medical assist-
ance when the unfortunate event had happened." (Sic.) It.

Operation of Rhinoplasty in the Istand of Madagascar.—A French
physician, Dr. MilhetxPontarable, during a journey in the country id'
(he llovas, in the Island of Madagascar, has performed the operation
of rhinoplasty on the prime minister of the Queen. The patient had
suffered destruction of the nose, the soft palate, and part of the hard
palate, besides being affected with other consequences of tertiary sy-
philis. After being placed under a course of iodide of potassium, bywhich his general health was greatly benefited, a new nose was'made,
in tint usual way, and with complete success, greatly to the admira-
tion of the Queen of the llovas. Ranavalona, and of the principal part
of hor court, all of whom witnessed the operation.

Four Children at one Birth.—At Rorebaix, in Franco, the Wife of M.
Henri Oastelain lately gave birth to a boy mid three girls at one time.
They were all living, and perfectly formed, but died in a few days.

_

Alkaline Treatment in Olueosuria.—We notice, in the union Médi-
cale, reports of five cases of diabetes cured, or much benefited, by the
use of the mineral waters of Pouges, in France (which contain the
carbonates of soda, lime and magnesia), under the t'aie of Dr. DeOro-
zant. He considers the affeotion to result most frequently from dis-
ease of the liver, which opposes the passage of the glucose derived
from the starch in the food, oausing it to be taken up by the supple-
mentary abdominal circulation, which conveys it to the kidneys.

Deaths from Sunstroke.- -According to the Registrar-General's re-

turn, lour persons died in London (Eng.) from sunstroke between the
15th of June and 3d of duly of the present Year.
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Creosote in Paronychia.—Dr. E. Sanborn, of Andover, in a note to us, recorrí*
mends with great confidence the application of a single drop of ereasote to that
form of paronychia consisting of ulcération about the root of the nail, accompa-nied with purulent secretion, and sometimes ending in destruction of the matrix,
lie slates (hat the disease often occurs in the hoofs of sheep, much to the disad-
vantage of wool growers.

,1 Remedyfor Gout.—Dr. Belli states, in the Gazzetta Medica di Toseana, that
he litis for many years succeeded in curing gout in the following manner. He gives,
for two or three days every fortnight, or at the lirst symptoms of a lit, a purgative
composed of from ten ilraeluns to an ounce of Epsom salts, twenty-four grains of
nitrate of potash, and about one grain and a half of sulphate of iron, the whole
dissolved in a pint and a half of water. With weak subjects, the purgative is
given only every other day. The fourth part of the whole solution is given every
successive half hour, with a few tains of light broth, or an infusion of ahinca olli-
cinalis, tea, or camomile. An excellent adjuvant to this method is the juice of
the wild chicory, of which three ounces should be taken every morning, fasting.
during the greater part of the year, or the whole twelve months. A decoetion of
the root of the sanie plant may he substituted, and either should he sweetened
with tin ounce of wild straw berry syrup. (It is a pity J)r. Belli says nothing of
diet.)—¡Anulan I.hiirei.

Corns cured by the Tincture of ¡inline.—Drs. Varges and Wager state, in the
Zeitungfur Me,I. mi I C/dr., that painting inveterate corns with tincture of iodine
three or four times a day with a canters-hair brush will remove them in a very
short time. When the corns are situated between the toes, the tincture should be
mixed with glycerine, and the resulting Unid be spread on some German tinder.
which latter is then placed between the toes.—lilem.

Statistics of Lithotritu.—Dr. Swalin, of Stockholm, has lately published a

pamphlet giving the results of (11 cases of calculus, observed by bun between
1840 and 1855. Of these, s were not operated on; -1 were submitted to litho-
tomy, and 49 to lithotrity. 'flic ages of the hitter were, 1 between 10 and L'O ;
•1 between -10 and öl) ; 14 between 60 and (10 ; 2li between 00 and 70, and I be-
tween To and no. Seven deaths occurred, giving a mortality of exactly 1 in 7.— 
Medical Times and Gazette.

Life in the I'linjiinli.—From lH'il In 1854 inclusive, no less than 743 children
Were killed, and 187 injured, by wolves, leopards and bears. During the same

period, 918 wolves, ill) leopards, and 11 bears have been destroyed. The Judicial
Commissioner expresses his conviction that the above returns do not represent
the actual extent of the evil.—.Lahore Chronicle.

Health of the City.—The total number of deaths for the past week was si,
being one more than for the preceding week, and much below that for the corres-

ponding week of last, year. Of these, i were the result of violent causes. The
deaths from cholera inl'anlum were 14, the same as ¡it the last report. There
were 6 deaths from dysentery, and (i from " dropsy in the head." Of the total
number, ÜÍI were subjects under ,'i years of age. The number of deaths for the
corresponding week of 1NÔ7 was 106, of which 16 were from consumption, 11
from pneumonia, 13 from cholera infant uni, (i from dysentery.

Communications Received.—Caustic Potash ¡is an application to the Interior <•( the Uterus.
Hunks and Pamphlets Received.—Diseases of the Urinary Organs ; ;t Compendium of their Diagnosis',

Pathology und Treatment! By William Wallace Morlaud, M.D., to, (From the Publishers.)—Etudes sur
la Monorohidte et la Oryptorchldle oluw l'homme. Par &1. Ernest Godard. (From the Author.)—Brief Bx-
posttionsof ftattoual Medicine,towhlohisprefixedthe Paradise of Dootors, affable. By Jacob Blgelow,M.D., ku. (From the author.)—Visiting List for I860. (From tho publishers.)

Mahiuhi),—At Holydke, 2Tth ult, i>r. W. II. Andrew», of Adams, to Miss Jennie U. Qoodnov,,

Death« in Huston for tin: week ending Saturday noon, October 2d, 81. Males, 83—Females, 48.—
Aocident, tí—apoplexy, 1—InflamrooUon of the brain, 1—cancer, 2—consumption, 19—oonvuislons, 8—
obolera Infantum, 14—dysentery, 8—dropsy In the bead, 6—Infantile diseases, 2—puerperal, 2—erysipelaB,
l -typhoid fever, 1—homlolde, 1—disease of the heart, '•'.—Inflammation of the lungs, 2—congestion of the
inn , I—disease of the liver, 1—marasmus, 4—palsy, 2—poison (occidental), 1—teething, tl—thrush, 1—
unknown, 2.

Under 6 years, 88—between8 and 20yours, 6—between 20 ami 40year«, 18—between 40 ami lio your»,
15—above 00 yoara, 1. Horn in llio United Statu», W—Ireland, 10—other placo», 3.
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